COUNTY OF PLACER
Community Development Resource Agency

Administrative Policy
Conventional Light-Frame Construction

TO: Building Department Staff
From: Bob Martino, Chief Building Official
Approved: Chief Building Official, Bob Martino (,47,1 /01

Effective Date: January 1, 2008

ISSUE:
The proper application of the Conventional Construction Provisions for simple buildings
outlined in the 2007 California Building Code Section 2308.

BUILDING DIVISION ANALYSIS:

The primary focus of this policy is for the determination of the applicability of requiring a
soils report when exercising the provisions for conventional light-frame construction
under the 2007 California Building Code. The code would seem to require a soils report
for any building regulated by Chapter 16 in Seismic Design Category D without
exception and without allowing the Building Official any discretion. Due to the
restrictions the code puts on buildings that qualify for the use of the conventional
provisions, a review of this requirement is warranted because these are typically very
simple buildings or additions to existing structures.

BACKGROUND

Section 2308 does primarily two things, one, it outlines which building types qualify for
use of the conventional light-frame construction, as well as limiting the design criteria
the building must fall within to qualify and, two, outlines the specific prescriptive
requirements which must be met depending the Seismic Design Category (SDC) the
building falls within (A,B,C,D.E). For SDC B or C there are added conventional
provisions required, and in SDC D or E another level of additional conventional
requirements are prescribed.

There are also prescriptive provisions that allow for footing design in all SDC categories.
Section 1805.4.2 addresses a prescriptive footing design for buildings which qualify
under the conventional light-frame construction provisions. This table is applicable in all
SDC’s when the footnotes are applied.

Section 1613.1 Ex. excludes wood frame buildings built and conforming to the
provisions of Section 2308 from being analyzed for seismic-force-resisting systems per
Chapter 16.
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